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The Tanjong Declaration

Towards a Just, Equal and Democratic Malaysia

This Special Congress in Tanjong, Penang on the first
of December 1991 marks a historic juncture after 25 years
of struggle of the Democratic Action Party of Malaysia.

In these 25 years, our basic beliefs and principles in the
defence of freedom, democracy and human rights of all
Malaysians have not been compromised even though we
have had to contend with shameless repression, bribery and
corrupt tactics of the Barisan Nasional.

Although we have been in the Opposition during these
25 years, our contribution in the interest of the rakyat of all
ethnic communities is clear for all Malaysians to see,
whether it be the defence of our Parliamentary democracy,
accountability, civil liberties and human rights, or fighting for
the interests of the general public, consumers, workers,
farmers, hawkers, fishermen and squatters.

The years ahead are full of promise and challenges. The
formation of Gagasan Rakyat just before the 1990 General
Elections has opened a new vista in the perspective of our
political struggle. The readiness of the main parties in the
Opposition to unite for the sake of saving Malaysia from the
ravages of the Barisan Nasional was the most heartening
development in Malaysian politics to date.

We in the DAP have learned hard lessons during this
period of time. But we are gathered here today, clear in our
conscience, proud to hold our heads up high in reaffirming
our basic guiding political beliefs and principles for a just,
equal and democratic Malaysian society.

I.  DAP's Fundamental Values and Political
Principles

The DAP is committed to the struggle for a free and
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democratic socialist Malaysia, based ‘6(1 the principles of
human rights, equality, social and economic justice, and
founded on the instituti of parli Y y. We
are to power r i ips and privileges of those
who monopolise economic and political interests and exploit
the masses.

Freedom involves the renunciation of the kind of dicta-
torship practised by the BN as well as the self-determination
of the people on the basis of social responsibility. But the
attainment of human freedom requires material and social
preconditions, ie. the freedom from want, fear, ignorance,
patronage and exploitation.

As democratic socialists, we want a social order in
which there can be free development of the human personal-
ity within the community; in which there will be just
distribution of the fruits of our work; where equality and
social justice is the norm and where there is dignity and
value placed on human work.

Equality is the pr dition of the free develop 1t of
the personality. It does not mean uniformity and levelling
out, but the opposition to exploitation and privileges of
those controlling economic and political power.

Democracy must not be limited to having elections
once every few years as the BN tries to do to justify their
undemocratic rule. Democracy is based on the free participa-
tion of all members of society at all levels of political
institutions. For this reason, the elective principle of democ-
racy must extend to all areas of society, from local govern-
ments to the Senate. At the same time, democracy does not
mean only the rule of the majority in the interest of the
majority. It also means tolerance and the guarantee of
freedom and rights of the minorities.

We do not oppose Islam or any religions but we cannot
accept the imposition of an Islamic State in Malaysia
because of the substantial numbers of non-Muslims in this
country. An Islamic State would curtail the rights and
interests of all non-Muslims in Malaysia and is against the




spirit and letter of the Federal Constitution.

The record af the DAP in defending the rights of the
non-Muslims against the encroachments on their religious
freedom by the BN Administration is clear for all to see.
While the MCA and MIC State Assemblymen supported the
Amendments to the Selangor Administration of Islamic Law
Enactment, the DAP spoke out clearly against this unjust
law, DAP lawyers have distinguished themselves in defend-
ing those non-Muslims whose rights have been infringed by
the implementation of BN policies, while the MCA, Gerakan
and MIC have been accessories to these injustices.

Democratic socialism upholds the right to work and
care for the well-being of the people in ali classes, the right
to a humane and clean environment, the right to extensive
education and training of one's choice, as well as the right
to participate in inistration and all ision-making pro-
cesses.

The domination of our lives by economic and bureau-
cratic power must be substituted by relationships between
people based on solidarity and cooperation, participation in
decision-making at different levels and areas of society.

In this struggle, we are one with democratic socialists
throughout the world fighting for humanity and social
democracy. We are in solidarity with oppressed peoples who
oppose unjust wars and production of weapons for war and
who advocate peace and prosperity based on equal coopera-
tion aided by scientific knowledge and technical advance-
ment.

Solidarity is the strongest weapon in the struggle
against oppression and injustice and it embraces all peoples
of the world.

Democratic iali is an i ional of
peoples committed to the joint struggle for a better society,
motivated by humanist values, social scientific analyses, or
by religious conviction. Full freedom of denomination and
thought must neither be restricted by the state nor in any



other way.

The democratic socialist movement rejects any form of
imperialist policy and upholds the right of every nation to
freedom and self-determination. We also want an interna-
tional legal system that guarantees freedom to every nation,
protection of the rights of minorities and human rights to
every individual.

The DAP has consistently opposed the repressive sys-
tems associated with "Soviet Communism” and the other
countries of the Eastern Bloc throughout much of the Post-
War era. We condemn all countries - whether capitalist or
communist - which violate basic human rights, democracy
and the right to self-determination.

All who subscribe to these fundamental values are our
allies and our friends against tyranny, dictatorship, corrup-
tion, exploitation and oppression.

These fundamental values and political principles of the
DAP are equally important. Their joint realisation can ensure
for Malaysians a fuller and more satisfying life in freedom
and peace, irrespective of ethnicity, gender, religion, class or
creed.

Il.  The BN's Legacy of Corruption, Injustice and
Abuse of Power

Through the years, the political, financial and moral
scandals involving BN leaders have tarnished the image of
the country and the self-respect of Malaysians. The most
infamous of these include the $2.5 billion BMF scandal; the
deposit-taking cooperatives scandal involving top MCA lead-
ers; the UEM North-South Highway contract scandal; the
October 1987 arrests and detention without trial of innocent
Malaysians and the closure of four newspapers; the dis-
missal of the Lord President and other Supreme Court
Judges in 1988; the Vijandran pornographic video tapes
scandal.




The BN is completely corrupted by money politics. Even
their leaders openly admit this. The Anti-Corruption Agency
must be made truly independent and accountable only to the
people through Parliament. The assets, liabilities of all
people's representatives and their nominees must be publicly
delared. The law must also prohibit political donations by
businesses and the business investments by political parties.

The Barisan Nasional has persistently eroded Malaysian
Parliamentary democracy through unfair constituency delin-
eations and other means. Bills are often rushed through
Parliament without allowing Members of Parliament and the
public adequate time to study or to protest against them.
The interference with the Judiciary in 1988 was perhaps the
most alarming erosion of our demacratic institutions since
Independence. It is shocking that more than thirty years
after the Emergency, four Emergency laws still exist in the
statute books.

There must be effective checks and balances on the
Executive. A Royal Commission should be set up to review
the Constitution to ensure that it protects human rights and
civil liberties so that all repressive and unjust legislations can
be repealed. Specialist parliamentary committees should be
established to ensure greater accountability and an Ombuds-
man to protect the public interest independently of the
government of the day.

Basic human rights of Malaysians have been denied
through the use of draconian laws such as the Internal
Security Act and other undemocratic laws and policies.
Basic freedoms have been curtailed through laws like the
Printing Presses and Publications Act, the Official Secrets
Act, the Universities and University Colleges Act, the Trade
Union Act, and the Police Act.

The record of the Barisan Nasional shows precisely that
they are afraid of the progressive dispelling of want, fear,
ignorance and patronage from the midst of their electoral
base.

In their desperate attempts to cling to power and



safeguard their economic interests, the BN has maintained
control of the main organs of mass media and muzzled the
rest of the press. As if this suppression of the fundamental

of exp ion in a y were not enough, the
BN Government is now curtailing the circulation of the
DAP's organ, "The Rocket" and other Opposition newspa-
pers in order to prevent the Opposition's voice from
reaching the general public.

For there to be truly freedom of the press in Malaysia,
politicians and political parties should not be allowed to have
direct or indirect stake in the mass media organs, and
restrictions like annual renewal of the KDN licence cannot be
tolerated.

li.  The Proper Basis for Uniting our Polarised
Society

It is undeniable that under BN rule, Malaysian society
has become more and more polarised. Our two previous
Prime Ministers have publicly bemoaned this unfortunate
fact.

The Barisan Nasional coalition itself is an institution of
communalism, with the component parties UMNO Baru,
MCA, PBB and MIC openly and unashamedly claiming to
fight for the sectarian interests of their respective "race”. In
fact, racialism is the only ideology of these BN component
parties. Their opportunist leaders thrive on it, depend on it
for electoral support, and when contradictions within them
develop into crises such as during May 13, the "Pribumi/
Pendatang™ controversy, or the so-called "Chinese schools
crisis” in October 1987, ethnic relations deteriorate even
further.

The present leaders in UMNO Baru have come to power
only through their opportunist championing of "bumiputraism”
when they overthrew the Tunku and the Old Guard in
1969. Ever since then, their domination and hegemony
within the Barisan Nasional have been absolute, relegating
the MCA, MIC and Gerakan leaders to being




marginal men or political parasites.

From the BN's economic policy to the politics within a
school or government department, everything is clouded by
racial connotations. This has led to demoralisation, cynicism
and the current crisis of the brain drain from the public
sector. The BN's assimilationist tendencies in its education
and cultural policies have likewise created distrust and
unhappiness among the non-Malay communities. Religion
has been manipulated for their own selfish and communalist
ends.

The DAP reaffirms its belief that such divisive policies
of the BN, whereby Malaysians are classified into "bumiputra”
and "non-bumiputra” only serve to prevent the formation of
a united national consciousness. National solidarity will
always remain elusive as long as the power brokers within
the BN rely on communalism to further their vested inter-
ests. Malaysian sun, where talent and hard work are justly
rewarded, where the poor of all ethnic communities are
equally assisted and where sectors or classes and not "race"
are earmarked for special assistance.

The proper basis of unity can only be the common
demands for democracy and human rights. These demand a
consistency and there is no place for double standards. In
the collective struggle for these rights, Malaysians of all
ethnic groups will soon realise their common destiny.

National integration must also be forged between East
and West Malaysians by restoring the rights and privileges
of the peoples of Sabah and Sarawak. Federal-state relations
must be reviewed to effect a new understanding on matters
such as the apportionment of oil royalties.

IV. Towards Social and Economic Progress

The BN boasts about the country's high growth rate.
But we know that this is normal for an economy at this
particular stage of development. It is the quality of "develop-
ment" which concerns the discerning Malaysian



and especially those Malaysians who work and contribute to
the wealth of our nation.

The fact is that we are still far from creating an
independent industrial base as what other neighbouring
countries have accomplished. The BN's economic strategy
mainly involves opening our country to indiscriminate foreign
investors. The value of the ringgit continues to drop against
the currencies of our main trading partners while prices
soar.

Thus BN economic policies have contributed to the
pawning away of choice state assets to private interests at
give-away prices: bargain sales of land and properties to
foreign interests; warped priorities like the building of golf
courses, condominiums, the Desaru "Ski Resort’, the Shah
Alam 'Snow Garden" and other pleasure centres for foreign
and local super-rich. Land laws which enable foreign inter-
ests to buy up real estate in Malaysia must be reviewed.

We are not opposed to foreign capital per se. We are
opposed to the kind of BN policy which allows foreign
capitalists total freedom to buy up land and properties in
Malaysia; to dump their pollutlng industries in this country;
to dictate terms and i for their i its, such
as all kinds of tax incentives, low wages, no unions and the
availability of golf courses. We believe that the interests of
the country and our workers come before the interests of
foreign capitalists.

In the award of privatised contracts such as the multi-
million North-South Highway Project, the DAP was at the
forefront of the battle against its unethical award to an
UMNO company.

Like opportunists in other parts of the world, the BN is
trying to capitalise on the demise of the old regimes in the
Soviet Union and Eastern Europe by pushing through its
pnvausatlon policies. The BN Government's ideological com-

to rampant privatisati has not only seen BN
cronies monopolising contracts but the callous disposses-
sion of urban settlers, estate settlers and others from the
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and. Under BN rule, such denial of social justice and social
security has become commonplace.

We are certainly not opposed to privatisation but we
are against unfettered capitalism. We believe that privatisation
must follow strict procedures of accountability instead of
the unethical practices of the BN in giving contracts to
companies linked to the BN. All contracts for privatisation
must be based on open tender as a rule.

At the same time, we believe that such social amenities
as public health care, public transport and other public
utilities need not be privatised. These public amenities must
be further improved and expanded to ensure that the
poorest masses can enjoy basic necessities of life. The
public sector needs comprehensive reform in order to im-
prove efficiency, productivity and morale.

Profitable public enterprises should also not be privatised
while the ailing government agencies which continue to
drain our financial resources should have been the first to be
privatised. The Barisan Nasional has turned this simple logic
on its head by doing the reverse!

Adhocism has characterised BN economic policy rather
than any form of prudent planning. Where there is money to
be made by those well-connected entrepreneurs, there is so-
called "development.” For example, the rampant building of
condominiums in many Malaysian cities has made nonsense
of the respective Urban Structure Plans. Likewise, the
National Agriculture Policy is today not worth the paper it is
written on. Many of these projects have been implemented
without considering their effects on the environment and the
existing infrastructure.

Owing to this adhocism, corruption and mismanage-
ment, the public sector has lost billions. The BN Government
has borrowed over a hundred billion ringgit, much of it for
misconceived projects. We continue to repay this debt. In
the 1992 budget, our debt service charges stand at 18.6%
and debt servicing is the second largest component, or
25%of operating expenditure. The current account deficit is



expected to widen further to $13.6 billion, or 10% of GNP
in 1992,

Social and economic progress requires enterprise and
initiative of vast sections of society and equal opportunity
for all. That is why the DAP has called for bold reforms such
as the Independent Commission for Monitoring the National
Development Policy; the replacement of the quota system
by a "Merits and Needs" approach; an industrial strategy
based on the small and medium-scale industries linked to the
agricultural sector, as well as the strategy to attract the
many talented and skilled Malaysian professional working
abroad.

The brain drain is a very serious problem for our
country in desperate need for talented and skilled human
resources. The Barisan Nasional's narrow-minded attitude of
"Good Riddance to Bad Rubbish" will prove to be a big
mistake which future generations will regret. The DAP has
persistently called for concerted effort to engender a "Re-
verse Brain Drain", a strategy that other more dynamic
economies in the world have used to good advantage.

Malaysians working all over the world yearn to return
to their homeland but it is the Barisan Nasional's unfair,
unjust, illiberal, undemocratic and corrupt policies which
deter them.

Social and economic progress needs the energy, intel-
lect, skills and experience of all Malaysians. They must be
judged and rewarded accordingly as befits their contribu-
tions. Otherwise, we see the crisis of incompetence and
mediocrity which has characterised the public sector all
these years under the BN,

There must be equality in access to education, culture,
health care, recreation and social security through the
introduction of national health and social insurance. Social
assistance should be extended to the elderly, the terminally
ill, the homeless, the mentally ill and others from social
problems.



At the same time, the Government should give positive
support to the private sec(or to enable it to be dynamic and
internati ic red tape and over-
regulation should be mlmmlsed since they contribute to
inefficiency, corruption and other abuses of power. Abuse
of power is seen for example, when taxi licences are given
to big companies with political connections to top BN
leaders instead of to genuine operators. All legislation and
regulations which stifle entrepreneurship and progress, for
example, the Industrial Coordination Act, should be re-
pealed.

In a world in which there is no longer basis for the
arms race, there is no reason for excessive defence expendi-
ture any more. We must have well-trained forces consistent
with our economic while more ion must be
channelled into social and economic development.

The BN's "National Development Policy” presents noth-
ing new from the divisive policies of the old "New Economic
Policy". Bumiputraism and the controversial quota system
remain to polarise Malaysian society and to enrich further
the "Umnoputras”, who will continue to pull the wool over
the eyes of their electoral bases.

Under BN rule, the gap between the rich and poor is
getting bigger and bigger. In 1990, the top 20% in the
country received 56% of total household income while the
bottom 20% received only 3.5%. This disparity is more
alarming than the US where the top 20% received only
46.3% of their total household income.

The Barisan Nasional has plagiarised the idea of "A
Caring Society” from the 1990 election manifesto of Gagasan
Rakyat but in the process have exposed their hypocrisy and
insincerity. During the recent national census, information
regarding the disabled and other less privileged Malaysians
was not even sought! We not only need to know the exact
numbers of disabled people in this country in order to cater
to their specific needs, we also need laws against discrimi-
nation of disabled people ially by employers.

A caring society is one which accomodates people's
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disabilities. Employers must make the workplace accessible
for them, restructure jobs, modify equipment unless it can
be shown that it would cause undue hardship or threaten
others. The authorities must also ensure that transport
systems and other public places have facilities to help the
disabled.

The income tax structure needs to be revised to benefit
breadwinners more and unjustified impositions like road tolls
within the city limits must be abolished. Local government
assessment rates should be reviewed to ensure that taxpay-
ers get their money's worth in services. For a start, all City,
Municipal and District Councillors must be elected and
accountable to the people,

Under the BN rule, the country has seen the constant
outbreak of massive financial scandals. The money that the
BN has sq ed from the Malaysian rakyat all these
years through this non-accountability is reason enough for a
changeover of Government. At the start of the Sixth
Malaysia Plan alone, DAP Secretary-General and Parliamen-
tary Opposition Leader exposed at least ten major new
scandals for which the BN is answerable.

The DAP has always demanded the institution of Royal
issions to ir i all these dals as well as the
efficacy of the Anti-Corruption Agency but the BN has only
contempt for our Parliamentary Democracy. It is also time
for the introduction of a Freedom Of Information Act to
allow the rakyat access to information about the affairs of
state.

V. DAP's Commitment to Labour

Through our history and our fundamental principles
based on democratic socialism, the DAP is firmly committed
to the cause of Malaysian labour. Labour leaders were
among the first top echelon leaders of the DAP.

We believe that as producers of the nation's wealth,
Malaysian workers' contributions to the economy must be



fully recognised. Workers' right to organise and to
freely assemble must be honoured. To date, the Barisan
Nasional refuses to allow electronics workers the right to
form thier own national union, while the Trade Union Act
and other undemocratic laws restrict workers' rights and
movements.step toward democratic socialism. The BN has
consistently tried to create divisions in the workers' move-
ment.

Access to work must be the basic aim of our labour
policy. The DAP stands for an active employment policy
which would not allow mass unemployment. Those who
have lost their jobs through mechanisation or retrenchments
should be provided the opportunity to gain new professional
skills. The disabled, single parents, women and others must
be given rights as workers. Other aspects of concern to
workers, such as health and safety at work, have not been
given adequate attention under the BN Government. It is
also time to institute a Minimum Wage Policy especially
since the BN claims to want to eradicate poverty and build a
caring society.

The DAP not only protects the interests of workers, we
believe in the promotion of workers' solidarity as a concrete

Instead of trying to upgrade workers' incomes and
conditions, the BN Government is resorting to legal and
illegal immigrant labour to help employers. This has had the
effect of keeping wages low and creating serious social
problems.

Petty traders, hawkers and other self-employed should
be given support and regulated instead of being constantly
harrassed by the BN authorities. Their contribution to the
national economy must be appreciated. They also act as an
outlet for our human resources, otherwise they would be
adding up to the unemployment figures.



VI. Effective and Non-Racial Solutions to Rural
Poverty

The BN has failed to solve the problem of rural poverty.
Worse, it has consi: y tried to co ise this problem
to pander to Malay chauvinism and trivialised the problems
of the non-Malay poor.

The problems faced by the landless farmers, small
fishermen, plantation workers and rural New Villages are
indeed serious, requiring effective solutions specific to these
sectors instead of being communalised. Many have insecure
tenure and face eviction. They lack the basic necessities of
life. Rural infrastructure is still primitive especially in Sabah
and Sarawak and this is scandalous when the BN carries on
building wasteful prestige projects in West Malaysia.

Effective solutions include less dependence on export
crops and more on food crop production; tax alleviation for
rubber smallholders and other agricultural producers; reform
of the system of land alienation and ownership; rent control;
land reform guaranteeing land to the tiller and equitable
redistribution of land; egalitarian and democratic marketing
and credit cooperatives; more loans to farmers; more funds
for proper development projects rather than luxury and
prestige projects.

The BN Government has been reluctant to consider land
reform in the rural areas because of their vested interest
since BN leaders are among the biggest landowners in the
rural areas. They have opted for highly expensive and
environmentally disastrous land development strategies which
have only led to new dissatisfactions among settlers. Crip-
pling loan repay and other i faced by FELDA
settlers must be alleviated in the settlers’ interests and not
that of FELDA's.

Poor fishermen also need assistance in terms of alterna-
tive employment opportunities, the issuing of licences, and
our fishery resources must be protected for Malaysian
fishermen.



The 452 New Villages in the country have for far too
long been left out of the mainstream of national develop-
ment although they were all set up during the First Emer-
gency period (1948 - 1960). Most New Villages still lack
basic infrastructure like good metalled roads, efficient drain-
age system, modern sewerage system, health and sanitation
system, modern and well-equipped recreational faci
efficient public transport system and other basic amenities.
Whilst the population in the New Villages has grown with
families getting bigger and bigger, the land size of New
Villages has not grown. Thus, we find very large families
crammed into single houses. Not only has the BN Govern-
ment neglected the New Villages, it has failed to provide
security of land tenure. Land titles issued in New Villages
are on a lease varying from 30 or 60 years and very recently
only in some cases 99 years. In fact, all land for housing in
New Villages shoud be issued with 99-year leases.

Similarly, the living conditions in estates are still appall-
ing, especially when it comes to provision of basic amenities
like clean water, 24-hour uninterrupted supply of electricity,
modern and well-equipped nurseries, efficiently-run creches
by qualified persons, proper health and sanitation facilities,
houses with sufficient space for a family, schools with
modern facilities, modern recreational facilities and most
important of all, affordable houses which can be owned by
estate workers.

Estate workers must be brought into the mainstream of
development so that they, too, can enjoy the fruits of
development. Continued neglect of estate warkers will only
drive the estate workforce out of the estates. This trend is
already affecting the economy of the nation.

The plight of plantation workers is critical especially
since much of the estate land is being taken over by private
developers and these workers are simply driven off the land
although they have settled there for decades.

Despite having attained independence in 1963, the East
Malaysian states of Sabah and Sarawak lack development,
especially in the rural areas where basic infrastructure



is virtually nil. So-called development has been concentrated
mainly in and around the town areas. The rural people in
these states have not been provided with clean drinking
water or electricity supply or proper schools for the rural
children. Customary land rights of the natives in these
states must be respected and accorded its rightful place in
the land policy of any Government. The BN Government is
presently trying to take away these rights by using dubious
and unscrupulous means.

Our natives such as the Penans and the Orang Asli
need just as much special protection as our tropical rain
forest. Their basic rights too must be respected and their
just demands met.

Small industries in the agricultural sector should be
encouraged not only because they supplement rural income
but also because they are the stable basis for our industrial
strength.

VII. Liberal and Progressive Educational and
Cultural Policies

Barisan Nasional educational and cultural policies have
led to grave misgivings and contributed greatly to polarisation
of Malaysian society. The effect of the quota system in
education has caused d dence and di: i ion among
those deserving non-bumiputra who fail to enter local
tertiary institutions or obtain scholarships. The assimilationist
tendencies in the National Cultural Policy have led to quite
a few unfortunate incidents which have polarised further
Malaysian society.

If we are to learn the lesson of recent developments
among the ethnic populations in Europe, Soviet Union and
elsewhere in the world, the preconditions for promoting
unity among diverse ethnic groups are civil equality, cultural
and social democracy. There must be democracy in all social
spheres.

We reaffirm our commitment to Bahasa Malaysia as the
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national and of all ysians. However,
any language should be permissible as the medium of
instruction if the people or community concerned so desires.
upon the medium of instruction used by schools. Graduates
from all language streams should be recognised and their
skills put to use in nation-building. The BN's "ultimate
objective” of closing all Chinese and Tamil schools is as
retrogressive as it is divisive.

The MCA's greatest concession in its 42-year history in
denying and renouncing the constitutional right, basis, sta-
tus and guarantee for the Chinese and Tamil schools will
have far-reaching adverse consequences for national-building
in the 1990s and the early decades of the 21st century. The
DAP will continue, as in the last 25 years, to be the
principal political force in the country to defend, protect and
uphold the constitutional right , basis, status and guarantee
for the Chinese and Tamil primary schools and mother-
tongue education.

To ensure greater social democracy and unity, empha-
sis in awarding scholarships and student places should be
based on excellence as well as a socio-economic status. The
divisive quota system must be replaced.

Besides the teaching of basic skills to cope with one's
working life, the school curriculum should inculcate moral
and human rights. Students, especially University students
should be encouraged to be concerned about social and
political affairs instead of being emasculated by the BN's
Universities and University Colleges Act. Such restrictions
on the freedom of students only serve to suppress creativity
and innovation. Each student should also be allowed to be
taught their own religion.

The allocation for education and cultural activities must
be vastly increased especially in relation to the defence
budget. Expenditure on primary and secondary schools of all
language streams must be increased and there must be fair
and equal treatment in financial allocation to all the different
streams of schools. A target of one University per state
should be set to provide more opportunities for our



students, to prevent the enormous outflow of capital.

VIIl.  Rights and Dignity for Malaysian Women

The Barisan Nasional gives credence to women only for
their ability to deliver the vote. This is the role of the Wanita
wings of UMNO Baru, MCA, MIC and Gerakan when women
voters are wooed at election time.

In reality, the position of Malaysian women is far from
satisfactory. Women occupy the lowest paid jobs in the
employment market. In the electronics industry where women
predominate, they are not allowed to form a national
electronics union. In the other sectors, equal pay for equal
work is the exception and not the norm. The State does not
assist in any way to help provide creches and other child-
care facilities for working women.

The Barisan Nasional and the mass media it owns and
controls actively promote the image of women as passive,
stereotyped sex objects. This has encouraged sexual
harrassment at work and contributed to the alarming in-
crease of rape and other forms of violence against women
and children.

The DAP actively fights for the rights and dignity of
women. Improvement of women's status in society is a
major prong of the struggle for democratic socialism and the
agenda of Wanita DAP. Wanita DAP will work toward
special provisions for women's participation at every level,
including leadership and executive level, for women's views
to be incorporated in every issue and their special needs
catered for.

We are alarmed and angry about the increasing inci-
dence of rape and other cases of violence against women
and children, including abductions. Sexist portrayal of women
should be banned from the mass media and gender-sensitive

ducation i i ially in schools.
The root of violence against women lies in society's atti-
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tudes toward women and the problem must be addressed at
this societal level.

Women's rights must also be fully realised in laws
affecting women, such as family laws, laws relating to
social security and welfare benefits, inheritance, marriage
and divorce, citizenship, domestic violence, sex discrimina-
tion and sexual harrassment.

IX. DAP's Concern for our Youth

The despondency among Malaysian youth is evident
everywhere. Many are turning to drugs and other unhealthy
activities. Non-bumiputra youths who have been forced to
drop out or who have failed to gain admission into colleges
and universities have become cynical and disgruntled. The
discriminatory policies of the BN have succeeded in turning
out a whole generation of "quota victims".

Among the students, especially College and University
students, the restriction on their participation in social and
political affairs of the nation through the Universities and
University Colleges Act is leading to a generation of uncritical
non-thinkers.

The youth groups which receive Government alloca-
tions and patronage are only those with links to the Barisan
Nasional. Others are blatantly excluded. The youths of
different ethnic groups are not encouraged to mix and
integrate, nor are they encouraged to be concerned about
the general state of democracy and human rights in Malay-
sia.

DAPSY, or DAP Socialist Youth is in the forefront of the
struggle to lead Malaysian youths along the path of social
consciousness, political awareness and healthy pursuits.
DAPSY is, and will be involved in campaigns to protect the
environment, to protest against corruption and injustice, to
defend Malaysian democracy and human rights, and to
lobby for more artistic and cultural outlets for Malaysian
youth.
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We believe that youth groups of all ethnic communities
must be given fair and equal treatment by the Government
and more effort should be made to provide opportunities for
our youths to cooperate and have joint activities.

As an investment for the future, there should be nine
years compulsory education, and provisions against child
labour.

X. DAP's Concern for our Environment

The Barisan Nasional's rabid search for quick profits has
resulted in the present crisis of environmental pollution. The
pall of haze hanging over the country, especially in the main
cities, is a grim testimony to BN mismanagement of the
economy.

The Sungei Buluh tragedy was the result of lax enforce-
ment of laws and regulations. A powerful BN leader was
one ot the directors of the "Bright Sparklers" factory when it
started. The full story has still to be revealed. But it is a
well-known fact that such illegal factories manufacturing
harmful or toxic i are in Malaysi
The Asian Rare Earth factory producing !aleaCthG waste in
Perak is another example.

Foreign companies like the Japanese Mitsubishi are
allowed by the BN Government to dump their polluting
industries in our country when such industries are prohibited
in Japan. The BN Government has still not found a solution
to the treatment and dumping of toxic wastes produced by
Malaysian and foreign industries.

Our invaluable tropical rain forests are being increas-
ingly denuded to satisfy the greed of timber tycoons and
their foreign consumers. This is not only leading to ecologi-
cal disaster of major proportions but also destroying the
habitat and way of life of our natives.

The Malacca water crisis is a direct result of deforesta-
tion of the water catchment and qualifies as a major scandal
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when the country is supposed to be on its way to being a
developed nation and tourist attraction. Flash floods which
paralyse the nation's capital after an afternoon's downpour
is the obverse of the same environmental abuse, created by
unplanned development and greed.

The golf and "condo” mania in many urban centres
today is also leading to a fast degrading urban environment
when Environment Impact Assessments are not scrupu-
lously adhered to and often ignored.

The DAP believes in an alternative development phi-
losophy which puts priority on people not quick profits, on
ecological balance and on sensible planning of the urban
environment.

The BN has no desire to control the car population and
reduce air pollution since its top leaders have a vested
interest in the national car industry. On the other hand, we
believe that it is high time that a cheap yet efficient public
transport system is made available to urban dwellers, espe-
cially the less well-off. While the BN dreams up grandiose
schemes as cheap devices to gain world attention, most
Malaysian cities and towns are still without proper drainage
and sewerage systems.

Industries should be given incentives to treat, store and
safely dispose of their factory effluents. All investment
proposals must be screened to exclude environmentally
harmful ones. Incentives should also be given for research
and development on pollution control, recycling of waste
material and treatment of wastes.

Environment-friendly agricultural practices like organic
farming must be promoted amongst Malaysian farmers to
regain the ecological balance.

To save our forests, the export of nmbsr logs must be
banned and the li i system i D eam
timber-based industries should be anccuraoed instead but
there must be tight enforcement of forest management and
stern deterrents against illegal loggers.
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The rights of native communities to their forest land
must be protected and guaranteed in legislation.

XI. A Consistent and Principled Foreign Policy
Qutlook

The DAP upholds a consistent independent foreign
policy. We oppose imperialism, racism and zionism and
actively promote peace and justice in international relations.
We have always taken a critical stand against the arms race
including the disproportionate spending on defence in suc-
cessive Malaysia Plan allocations. We have declared on the
other hand that:

"Nationsl defence does not depend on the amount of
monies spent on military equipment and materials but even
‘more importantly, on the national unity and resilience of the
people. "

Excessive military spendihg merely adds to the inevi-
table arms race and suspicion among our neighbouring
countries besides diverting valuable resources for develop-
ment. In the process, small states invariably become clients
of the Superpowers.

Within the new regional and international scene, there
must be moves to democratise the United Nations and other
international bodies to ensure that big and small nations
have an equal say and that no Big Power or Bloc can impose
its hegemony over the world's political, economic and
cultural order.

The DAP's position emphasises a consistent and
principled stand on all foreign policy decisions as opposed to
the Barisan Nasional's inconsistency and double standards.
We support the struggles of all oppressed peoples every-
where in the world, especially their just wars of liberation
and self-determination.

The principles of the Non-Aligned Movement must be
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stringently upheld:

* Respect for the rights of peoples and nations to self-
determination;

*  Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
states;

*  Non-interference and non-intervention in the internal

affairs of states; and

Peaceful co-existence among states.

We endorse the principles of ZOPFAN (Zones of Peace,
Friendship and Neutrality), which means that foreign bases
in member countries must be phased out and military
treaties with countries outside the region abrogated. ASEAN
should also declare itself a nuclear-free zone, prohibiting
ships carrying nuclear weapons from entering the region.

DAP believes that greater ecnomic, social and cultural
contracts should be forged among all ASEAN countries
instead of the BN Government's cultivation of a special
relationship with one or two countries. Only such an open
and sincere attitude towards all the ASEAN member coun-
tries will breed trust and lasting relations.

The DAP defends human rights throughout the world.
The BN Government lacks the moral authority to do this
because itis itself guilty of human rights abuses, such as the
use ofpreventive detention. Malaysia's Internal Security Act
has the unsavoury reputation of being the most draconian in
the world. Even South Africa has recently amended its own
ISA to curtail the period of interrogation.

The BN Government's other human rights abuses in-
clude the curbing of freedom of expression and association
noted above. Dr Mahathir is currently leading a backward
chorus of developing countries challenging the international
imposition of human rights standards on all countries. To
date, the BN Government does not have the confidence to
ratify the two International Covenants on Political and Civil,
Social, Economic and Cultural Rights. Likewise, the BN
Government closes one eye to human rights abuses inflicted
by the Indonesian Governmen in East Timor, and by the
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Fijian as well as the Myanmar regimes.

The DAP is part and parcel of the Socialist International
movement, which has 75 member organisations of socialist,
social democratic and labour parties in all parts of the world,
some of which are ruling parties in their countries. In a
world in which reactionary and corrupt regimes are ruling at
the expense of their exploited masses, member parties can
draw support, solidarity and inspiration from Sl. With the
increasing spread of unfettered capitalism through
privatisation, there is no doubt that democratic socialism will
become more and more relevant as the solution to the plight
of oppressed peoples throughout the world.

If Malaysia is to gain the respect of the world, our
foreign policy must be mature, consistent, sensible and
principled. There is no place in modern diplomacy for a
country's foreign policy to be determined by its whims and
fancies or personal quirks of its leader. Under the Mahathir
Administration, we have witnessed many examples of such
capricious foreign policy changes: the "Look East Palicy”,
"Buy British Last" and recently, "Cool Toward the Austra-
lians" campaign.

Instead of building Malaysia's reputation as a moral
country, free from reproach as far as human rights and
conservation are concerned, the BN Government has shamed
Malaysians by its international infamy of mass ISA arrests
and detentions, interference with the Judiciary, its oppres-
sive labour laws, its indiscriminate depletion of our tropical
rain forests and the plight of our natives.

Malaysia cannot join the same league as other devel-
oped countries unless its leaders stop behaving like despots

of banana republics and its domestic and foreign policies are
consistently enlightened and progressive.

XIl. The Political Task at Hand

The historic task which began with the formation of
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Gagasan Rakyat in 1990 must be seen to its logical
conclusion. When the DAP joined with Semangat 46, Parti
Rakyat Malaysia, Indian Progressive Front, Berjasa, Hamim,
Malaysian Solidarity Party in its coalition, Malaysians were
at last given a choice of an alternative Government. It was a
momentous step by the DAP, which had all this time been in
the Opposition,

Gagasan Rakyat, despite its short span of existence,
managed to slash the BN majority of total votes down to
52%. This was no mean feat considering we did not have a
common symbol, considering we had to contend with the
dirtiest BN tactics in Malaysian history, and considering we
were up against the might of BN money politics and BN-
controlled mass media.

"Onwards to Tanjong 3" is our battle-cry for the next
general elections. We came so close to accomplishing the
"Tanjong 2" objective in the 1990 general elections, which
was to capture the Penang State Government.We fell short
of just three seats. It showed that the people of Penang had
put their faith in the DAP as a viable alternative Government
and we will not let them down,

The success of Tanjong 3 is crucial for showing the
people what an alternative clean and democratic-socialist
DAP government can provide. This is the challenge of the
Nineties that is before all DAP and Gagasan Rakyat leaders,
members and supporters.

The DAP, in launching its Reform Programme, is sound-
ing the clarion call to all justice-loving and democracy-
minded Malaysians to rally around the DAP and Gagasan
Rakyat in order that we can realise our dream of a better
Malaysian society.

To combat the might of the BN machinery, BN money
polmcs and dirty tricks, we need leaders and cadres with

and discipli di to winning the widest
support of i We need to unite with as
many sections of the people as we can if we are to defeat
the BN at their game.
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All over the world, in the developed countries, the
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and even in Africa, people
clamour for democracy. Since the start of the nineties, one
reactionary ruling party after another has been toppled by
their democracy-loving peoples. In Malaysia, we see the BN
sowing the seeds of their eventual downfall as the masses
become more enlightened and demand higher expectations.

The Party's Reform Programme is a serious attempt at
self-renewal, to ensure that DAP leaders and cadres are

i d to those 1tal values and political prin-
ciples of the Party. We will move to ensure genuine
participation and the creation of a powerful mass movement
by strengthening grassroot organisation.

To meet the challenges of the future, we intend to have
membership drives, fund raising and wide circulation of the
Party organ to be ready for the offensive. The Party

y will be P! and new ions to our
mude of operation effected.

Xlll. The DAP is Set for the New Challenges and
Struggles Ahead

DAP leaders have proven their mettle. If they had
wanted to be bought over by the blandishments of BN
money politics and bribery, they would have succumbed
long ago. Our accomplishments inside and outside Parlia-
ment are on record.

It is because of our fundamental values and politics
which are in the interest of the Malaysian peoples that we
have stayed these 25 years to build the Opposition. The
Barisan Nasional has proven through and through to be
hopelessly communalist, corrupt, anti-democratic, anti-hu-
man rights, and governs in the interest of the super-rich, the
cronies of the top BN leaders and their favoured foreign
capitalists.

It is time to save Malaysia before the Barisan Nasional
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It is time to save Malaysia before the Barisan Nasional
leaders pillage and ravage it beyond recognition. We call
upon all Malaysians with a conscience to rally round the
DAP and Gagasan Rakyat to realise our dream of a better
Malaysia, a Malaysia without the ISA or OSA; a Judiciary
free from interference by the Executive; a Malaysia where
there is truly freedom of speech; a fair and free mass media;
real democracy; elective local governments; cultural democ-
racy; social democracy; a Malaysia where human rights are
cherished...

HIDUP DAP!
ONWARD TO TANJONG 3!
HIDUP GAGASAN RAKYAT!

POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
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